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school; and not very many years ago, an ^ Italian
writer, bewildered by the confusion, plaintively
questioned whether such a thing as Romanticism
existed at all in Italy. Confronted by such very wide
differences of connotation, we have to admit that
a satisfying European definition of Romanticism is
impossible. Every land has its own Romanticism.
There is another aspect of the question which
should not be lost sight of in this connection: the
antithesis of Classic and Romantic was, in large
measure, obscure to the ages that were definitely
Classic or Romantic. They were sensible of antagon-
isms ; but they were far from clear as to their nature
or the consequences involved. Even the German
Romantic School, as compact an embodiment of
Romantic doctrine as may well be found, never
thought of itself as a Romantic School in opposition
to the great master of German Classicism, Goethe,
In fact, the designation Romantic was applied, as
a term of derision, by later critics to the first German
school—a label invented by remote observers—after
it had ceased to exist as a school1
Let us now look for a moment at the problem from
the other side. The literature of the Renaissance we
regard as a classic manifestation; but in its early
stages, that literature, even if it imitated the ancients,
was not a classic phenomenon at all. Judged by the
criteria of later Romanticism, It was surely essentially
Romantic. It was an energetic, Individualistic revolt
against the dead hand of the Middle Ages, in spirit
exactly parallel to the revolts of the end of the eigh-
teenth and beginning of the nineteenth century. Look
again at the pioneers of the great age—the greatest
age—of Classicism in modern Europe, the French
seventeenth century. The initiators of that brilliant
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